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As you may recall from previous A.G. on Ag issues, in 2006 Governor 
Schwarzenegger appointed the Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force “to 
develop a durable vision for sustainable management of the Delta.” He 
charged them to complete this work by the end of 2008.  In November 
2007, the task force adopted Our Vision for the California Delta. This 
year, the task force is preparing a package of recommendations—a stra-
tegic plan—to achieve their vision. The strategic plan will address a range 
of issues, including land use and agriculture.   

The ultimate strategic plan will not only affect Delta agriculture, but agri-
culture throughout the state. The Delta is the hub of the state’s water sys-
tem that moves water south to California’s agricultural heartland.  

This planning presents a considerable challenge, as John F. Kennedy 
once said, “Anyone who can solve the problems of water will be worthy of 
two Nobel prizes—one for peace and the other for science.” 

As a member of the Governor’s Cabinet-level Delta Vision Committee overseeing this body of work, I 
want you to be aware of this effort and contribute to it. On April 3 the task force issued an invitation for 
stakeholders to participate in development of the strategic plan by contributing proposals in the areas of 
Delta governance and finance, water reliability for the state, and application of the principles of reason-
able use and public trust in California water-policy making. 

Perhaps there is some irony in this as we witness the early signs of global food insecurity and yet our 
very dependence on clean and sufficient water is the key to our own reliable food supply. More simply 
put, without water we can’t feed ourselves. So, it is important that Californians are aware and contribute 
to the deliberations over the Blue Ribbon Task Force’s Delta strategic plan.   

You can learn about the Delta Vision Report and have an opportunity to contribute your ideas at the task 
force’s Web site:  http://www.deltavision.ca.gov/. Select the “Strategic Plan Participation” link for guid-
ance on how to contribute. Submissions received by May 9 will be considered for inclusion in the first 
draft, scheduled for completion in June. I also encourage you to talk with your local farm bureau to find 
out about existing efforts to submit comments. You may also contact Ken Trott, CDFA Environmental 
Program Officer, at 916-651-9445 or ktrott@cdfa.ca.gov to find out more.  

In my next column, I’ll talk about how you can engage in the companion Bay-Delta Conservation Plan 
environmental scoping sessions. As always, thank you for your support. Feel free to contact my office 
with any questions or concerns.  

A. G. Kawamura 
Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
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